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Abstract: Most studies dealing with the activities of Shi’ religious actors tend to 
classify them as falling within the binaries of politicized and non-politicized, or 
reformists and traditionalists. Often these binaries have ignored the importance 
of the different forms of religious activism and practices. This study is concerned 
with the importance of religious activism and its relationship to socio-political 
variables in shaping the movement of religious actors, focusing on the examples 
of Muhammad al-Sadr and Ali al-Sistani, who competed over the Marja’iyya at 
similar times. The paper argues that while Sadr developed his version of religious 
activism by blending the social and religious movement with the Islamization 
project, Sistani tended to separate between political and religious practice, and 
his presence in the public sphere was not framed with a specific ideological 
template. 
Keywords: The Shi’i Marja'iyya, Political Practice, Authority, Religion. 
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(29) Linda S. Walbridge, The Thread of Mu ‘awiya: The Making of Marja' Taqlid, John Walbridge (ed.) (Indiana: The 
Ramsay Press, 2014), pp. 100-108. 
ee Ls (30) 
Phebe Marr, The Modern History of Iraq, 3" ed. (Boulder: Westview Press, 2012), p. 249. 
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125 pre “Uulyal 
s lu) 

xCloïsUl - ul LA d)lo &eniul ay Ge Sol 

omran , = Sn 9 is 1 1e yo) 


os de CS omll é (hall of ill, 9 Gil ed 003 65 8 dll lu gel); Lu 
Li Were 093 3 Ml dus a es) ll lusl ste Y 


LOU sy Gb, 45 LUI 55 doll sde CI Jeosll olss 4 5155 M nel ON; 
de cu Es ol LU Le Laull al eL] Co a ee 651 al Jets Get el 
plat go se SJ Gb IS SI 5e un dés cal #65 des I] pese s épris 
PL lg leds Dsl 5 «5 ai Lai Ghlali Lo guests cou EN aa US 
re Le pus nel ps es D Rag Ÿ Laclyl ON cle Doll pus le 3 NI pl all 
esp GLS OÙ «JL Ledess ou vadls cltaells NS de LS sue juoll Gui oi 
ae cle plie Gel LI erall lait audi Less cledl LelaVi as 
Lola dl us cle de bis M Gblll EU 5 Laëll elelläll se LES Die 
Lajls cb 551 oo ag Sd Direglls &slesNl SU san HE cms sdoëlire doll 
D Jai 5 NI Sd salt AL GUN, Lo Le Loti Lsles e UI Jad LUS 
cAygäte 9 re Mons An 5 AASy Le colelläll os co Lars sil Los coji 
erhgs sul EST LL Le SUN ALI 5 pl ee à pholl prs OCS 5 
las VI ul RS ci as OUR Goes VI cle je CN doll 455 Le 
Goal Cell 3, Jeall oi ve oui pli Laslée De le pB (oi ul 
car 5 4 ele Vi 5 Lo due eoleladll eds ès Led Lee 2x lès col 
cb s (bal Le siliall Bou ie miles Max s eus Gi 45 Lil ALU LSUI docglls 
hall dE GA (go ele NI eg sont ous 61991 LOI nes ie Loi 
Joss 5515 CSS D» la Ss 315 Le CHI LS «5x À AkéJ|s jyiol Aus 65, 20l 

ès poil 75 saill La stall 
olole Le ls AU ALU 2oUa)l, AI Roslèes Wall JS Le po Eles juall cib 
3h «à «ghgall pLiMI do ge ge 65 Il ao qu ge 5 NA 4 Ces UT LS Lall Rb aolal] 
LU 550 ou aeBf GNT perl OÙ «SLI Ms 55 Cole Gard Les grès obus Le 
8, ale (5515 Le pe Led] pue porpall os 6 ele I Dell 5 ul EN Lys 
este] oil plat 3 5 coll Se 05 JD 5 ebS lus Los NN 5 pe (Run 
Js cLelazrt celui EU D dre Re 35 ctielall 85 2) 6 cérarmall & sl ml ses 
PEL Lagres LL Gode Kb auf Lus AL D à pull passol ce ons ile se II 
as à Jliele (5 phil OÙ Le jui à of il GROUND LI JRos &Ÿ €) LS 


(38) Walbridge, «Counterreformation,» pp. 230-264. 
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